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TAGS: AMGT, MX 

SUBJECT: OFFICIAL INFORMAL, HHA/MBX ASDAR OF SEPTEMBER 07, 
2000. 

FOR AMB, DCM, POL, ECCN 

THE FOLLOWING TEXT IS FROM THE WHA/MEX ASDAR OF SEPTEMBER 
07 2000. BEGIN TEXT 

1. (U) RAUL RAMOS FOUND DEAD: RAUL RAMOS, SECOFI'S 
UNDERSECTARY OF TRADE AND FORMER NAFTA MARKET ACCESS 
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NEGOTIATOR, WAS DISCOVERED THIS MORNING ON A HIGHWAY 
OUTSIDE MEXICO CITY, DEAD FROM A GUNSHOT WOUND TO THE NECK. 
PRESS REPORTS INDICATE THAT INVESTIGATORS ARE TREATING HIS 
DEATH AS A SUICIDE; SEVERAL LETTERS TO GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
AND HIS FAMILY WERE REPORTEDLY FOUND IN HIS CAR. RAMOS AND 
HIS BOSS HERMINIO BLANCO HAVE BEEN CRITICIZED RECENTLY FOR 
THEIR INVOLVEMENT WITH THE CONTROVERSIAL NATIONAL AUTO 
REGISTRY PROGRAM, WHICH WAS CONTRACTED TO FORMER ARGENTINE 
DEATH SQUAD MEMBER RICARDO MIGUEL CAVALLO. CAVALLO WAS 
ARRESTED ON AUGUST 24 WHILE ATTEMPTING TO LEAVE MEXICO. HE 
IS BEING HELD PENDING ACTION ON A SPANISH EXTRADITION 
REQUEST ON CHARGES OF "TORTURE, (SENOCIDE AND TERRORISM." 
(PRESS REPORTS/SCHULER) 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
REVIEW AUTHORITY: DONNA M DIPAOLO 
DATE/CASE ID: 20 MAY 2009 200806608 



82FE53 081322Z /38 



UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

2. <U) SENTRI OPENS IN SAN YSIDRO: ALMOST TWO YEARS AFTER 
CONSTRUCTION BEGAN, THE SENTRI DEDICATED COMMUTER LANE 
OPENED AT THE SAN YSIDRO/TIJUANA PORT OF ENTRY TODAY. INS 
COMMISSIONER MEISSMER PARTICIPATED IN A BINATIONAL CEREMONY 
THAT INCLUDED CA GOVERNOR DAVIS' CHIEF OF STAFF, SRE 
UNDERSECRETARY REBOLLEDO AND THE MAYOR OF TIJUANA. TIJUANA 
C6 GONZALEZ REPRESENTED THE DEPARTMENT. THE SENTRI EXPRESS 
LANE, THE THIRD TO OPEN ALONG THE U.S. -MEXICO BORDER, 
SHOULD PROVE POPULAR WITH COtMUTSRS AT THE WORLD'S BUSIEST 
BORDER CROSSING. HOWEVER, THE GOOD NEWS FROM SAN YSIDRO 
WAS SOMEWHAT DAMPENED BY NEWS FROM EL PASO/CIUDAD JUAREZ 
THAT MEXICO HAS INCREASED THE TOLLS BEING CHARGED FOR 
SENTRI USERS TO $366 PER YEAR (NEARLY THREE TIME THE SENTRI 
ENROLLMENT FEE ITSELF) ; THIS MOVE COULD PRICE SENTRI OUT OF 
THE MARKET. (HINDEN) 
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END TEXT. 
TALBOTT 
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